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PROPOSED CHANGES TO RESPIRATORY HIGH RISK PATIENT 
PATHWAY

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 This report contains proposals from Cumbria Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCCG) for changes to respiratory pathways affecting a small number of 
transfers from West Cumbria to the Cumberland Infirmary, Carlisle.

2.0 ISSUES FOR SCRUTINY

2.1 The Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee is asked to consider:
i. whether the proposals constitute a substantial service change; and
ii. if so, whether the Committee would support an interim change in the 

pathways; and
iii. and make recommendations to the CCG the appropriate (if any) public 

consultation arrangements.

3.0 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

3.1 To support the Committee in considering the proposed changes, Appendix 1 is 
a report from CCCG setting out the details of, and rational for, it proposals.  In 
addition, Appendix 2 includes an impact assessment form with completed 
comments for each section. The form has been completed by CCCG and is 
included to provide their view of the impact of the proposed changes to the 
committee.

3.2 Prior to the meeting members have been circulated with the impact assessment 
tool (Appendix 3) and have been asked to use this to help inform their 
considerations and, in particular, to identify any additional requests for 
information that they may have.

3.3 At the meeting the committee will have the opportunity to seek clarification on 
any issue from CCCG and following that will be asked to make decisions on the 
issues set out in section 2. Individual committee members may use the impact 
assessment tool to help inform their decision but the committee as a whole will 
not be formally using the tool to arrive at its decision.



3.4 If the committee decides that the proposed changes are not a substantial 
variation to the service then the changes can proceed without any further 
decisions by the committee or any reference to the committee in the future.

3.5 If, however, the committee decides that the proposed changes are a substantial 
variation then two further issues are required to be considered by the 
committee at this meeting.  Firstly, the committee must consider and 
recommend whether the CCG introduce the changes on an interim basis 
pending the outcome of any consultation.  Secondly, the committee should 
advise the CCG on what it would consider to be proportionate consultation.

3.6 In addition, if the committee decides that the proposed changes are a 
substantial variation, then the committee will once again consider the proposals 
at a future meeting in light of the outcome of the consultation.  
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Appendices

Appendix 1 Report from Cumbria Clinical Commissioning Group
Appendix 2 Impact Assessment Tool completed by CCCG
Appendix 3 Blank Impact Assessment Tool
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